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December 5, 2017 

As we look ahead to the 2018 spring season, our goal remains the same: provide young adults 

with the opportunity to learn the umpire position and gain valuable leadership experience. 

As we have done in the past, our umpires will work games in both Hudson and Litchfield at the 

AAA (ages 8-10) and Majors (ages 11-12) Divisions.  New for 2018, we will also be umpiring AA 

games in Hudson.  I will be contacting the returning umpires and interested rookies this winter 

regarding training.  If you would like to work games in 2018, please contact me.   

Next Steps for Umpires 

 Reply to spower@nhcuc.org to confirm your interest 

 Attain your National Umpire Association certification (see below for more details) 

 Attend the mandatory Umpire meeting – date/time TBD 

 Attend the mandatory Field meeting – date/time TBD 

 Get the proper umpire gear/apparel needed 

What is umpire certification? 

Hudson Youth Baseball offers two levels for umpires.  Certified and Non-Certified.  Both pay $25 

per game.  More experienced umpires working Majors Division games must be certified 

officials.  To become certified, visit https://www.baberuthleague.org/national-umpire-

association.aspx to complete the certification exam.  This open book test costs $55.   

HYB policy states that you only need to re-certify every two years.  In other words, if you took 

the exam in 2017, you are good for last year as well as Spring 2018 and Fall 2018.  If you passed 

the exam last year, simply log in to the website and email me your proof of certification. 

Your paid certification includes a National Member Association ID card and certificate, access to 

newsletters, discounts on gear, etc. 

Lesser experienced umpires working AA and AAA Division games are not required to pay for the 

certification exam.   

About the test:  The website is not user friendly, so you’re not alone if you get frustrated.  Upon 

payment, the option to take the exam appears.  Upon successful completion of the exam, 

additional resources become available.  

Training 

In addition to the meetings listed above, we will also be offering training sessions through the 

Nashua Baseball Academy.  These are run primarily on Sundays in Nashua beginning February 

through early April.  Information will be sent directly to umpires regarding this.  Through the 

Academy you can get certified as well. 
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Dress Code 

Image is everything and you must look the part.  You are in charge of the game.  Your 
appearance must reflect your skills and confidence.  If you arrive at the game with a clean and 
crisp uniform, and you are neat and well-groomed, you will immediately be accepted as a 
professional and command respect from the coaches, players and fans.  If not, your knowledge 
of the rules will be in question before the first pitch is ever thrown. 
 
All umpires are expected to dress appropriately for all games.  At a minimum, HYB umpires will 

wear grey slacks, navy blue umpire polo shirt and a blue baseball cap.  Home plate umpire 

protective gear is provided at the fields, although you are welcome to bring your own (mask, 

chest protector, shin guards, protective cup, etc).  

 M&N Sports (Nashua) – 50 Bridge Street 

 Anaconda Sports Umpire Apparel Store – www.anacondasports.com  

 Smitty Official’s Apparel at www.baberuthleague.org/umpire  

 Wal-Mart/Target usually carry fairly cheap grey slacks 

 You can visit any sporting goods store for indicator, plate brush, ball bag, etc. 

Expectations 

Hudson Youth Baseball teaches children to interact with others, as well as instill confidence in 
themselves.  We teach players to balance school, social and baseball schedules that will prove 
to be an asset as an adult.  That’s why it’s so important that you, as an umpire, give each game 
your best effort.  It may not seem like a “big” game to you, but it is to the players.  Your attitude 
towards the players is very important.  Learn to cooperate with the coaches, and at some 
levels, the role of the umpire may actually include some coaching and teaching.  Hustle and 
show enthusiasm.  Players will respond to this and the tone of the game will be set.  Take pride 
in your work, just like you took pride in playing the game as a ball player. 
 
That said, the number of games you are assigned will be in direct relation to feedback I receive 
from coaches and division directors.  I will also be stopping in to see games myself.  The 
umpires being assigned most frequently will be the ones who dress professionally, hustle, take 
leadership of the game, are vocal, communicate well, and receive positive feedback.  If you 
cannot work a scheduled game, you must contact me ahead of time.   
 
Scheduling 
 
As spring schedules become available, I will ask for your availability for weeknights/weekends.  
Please contact me with any questions.  I look forward to hear from you. 
 

Scott Power, Umpire-in-Chief 
Hudson Youth Baseball 
spower@nhcuc.org 
(603) 475-9977 
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